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The objective of this research is to explore the historical developments of child
adoption in the U.S. and Japan and their welfare implications, using newly constructed datasets and the
theoretical and empirical methods of the family economics. In a study using U.S. federal census microdata
from 1880-1930 and 2000, 1 investigated changes in parental motivations for adoption over the 20th
century and how they affected the human capital formation of adopted children in the U.S. This study
generated many novel and important findings, and was well received at both domestic and international
conferences. Informed by U.S. findings, 1 also examined child adoption in Japan and its role in improving
children’ s welfare from a comparative perspective, and compiled new prefecture panel data to investigate
the determinants of adoption. From these studies, 1 gained useful insights for designing future policies
and disseminated these findings to both academic and nonacademic audiences.
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