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This research project examined how the structure of social networks affects
economic development of less developed countries, using quantitative analysis based on social experiments
and micro-data at the household and firm level in Ethiopia and Indonesia. We conducted social experiments
in order to estimate causal effects more accurately. In summary, we find that while social networks
substantially affect technology diffusion, the network structure affects the effectiveness of diffusion.
In particular, we find that networks which embody both dense and strong ties within the community and
weak ties with outsiders are more effective than small-world networks. The results have been published in
6 papers and presented in seminars to non-academic audience.
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