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It is clear that despite their tendency to share a great deal of personal
information with other users (and by extension platform operators) on social networking sites and through
other online means, users do value their privacy. However, a combination of the choices of platform
operators (sometimes driven by ideology, such as Facebook®s "Real Name" policy, and sometimes driven by
self-interest, such as advertising revenue) and users” limited understanding of their options and the
potential consequences of their choices, lead users into poor privacy practices. To counter this, further
work is needed in identifying legal, economic, social and technological means by which users can be

empowered and encouraged to easily protect their privacy.
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