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A comparative study of young workers® various job opportunities and marriage
pathways in local areas across Japan
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This research project focuses on the plight of young people living in local
areas.These areas are characterized as suffering from a deterioration of employment opportunities
compared to urban areas. We reveal how young people of construct their life-course through the
pathway of career and marriage.This is done by exploring mechanisms of self-help. As the results, it

is inferred that hierarchization of economic situation between local and urban areas is going on.
What becomes apparent is that youth income is decreasing as result of employment deterioration which

leads to an increasing reliance upon parental support. Such a situation leads to an erosion of
future career perspective and marriage hopes. We suggest that what is needed is a two-fold social
policy that fosters a sense of stability for your people through the expansion of substantial
opportunities in the public sector and support for self-employment and start-up businesses.
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