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For the years, which this research grand covered, the government has carried out
comprehensive reform of educational system rapidly, including the stratification of the school system and
the organizational reform of the local educational administrations. This reform helped us get the whole
picture of the system of new education law under the New Basic Act of Education of 2006. As the reform
would continue from now on, we clarify not concluding but preliminary two observations. First, though the
principles embedded in the Constitution of 1947 and the former Basic Law of Education have been
challenged by the new system of education law, the% still work and set limit on the reforms. Second, the
stratification of the school system and the comprehensive control of educational activities by
standardized testing led by the Cabinet Office and the governors’ offices showed that the education
reform, which has been driven by the neo-liberalism for these 30 years, moved into its third stage.
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