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Elucidation of herpesvirus entry mechanism identifying its host receptor
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Human herpesvirus 6B (HHV-6B) causes exanthem subitum in little children, and
then establishes lifelong latency in the host. It can reactivate from latency in immunocompromised
patients and usuallK causes severe diseases. No therapeutic or prophylactic methods for HHV-6B infection
are available. In the current study, we focused on the entry process of HHV-6B, and identified the
cellular receptor which had been unidentified. Furthermore, we did detailed analysis of the interaction
between the novel pair of receptor and viral ligand, and found the key domains for their interaction. Our
achievement would contribute to the elucidation of the molecular mechanism of HHV-6B infection.
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