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In the past several years, China has emerged as a geopolitical challenger and
regional order in East Asia has been undergoing a restructuring period. In this study, we clarified how
China and North Korean diplomacy underwent changes and, how these changes influenced their relationship.
We analyzed the changes in relations among China-North Korea, China-South Korea, Japan-South Korea,
Japan-North Korea and the whereabouts of North Korean politics, economy and military system, centering on
U.S-China relation.

For this research, we put a priority on historical approach and collected new historical materials
through multiple overseas investigations. We have also conducted exchanges of views with Chinese,
American and South Korean experts to fill the blank area that historical materials could not tell us. Our
research network will be helpful to overcome these difficulties and will also be a foundation for

subsequent research.
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