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Field surveys of domesticated and less-utilized plants in traditional
agriculture were carried out in Southeast Asia and South Asia, by which an indigenous agriculture basic
complex was suggested in slash-and-burn cultivation areas on mountains of the region.

Local agriculture areas were observed mainly in India, Myanmar, and Taiwan in fiscal years 2012 and
2013. After settling an agreement between Department of Agricultural Research, Ministry of Agriculture
and Irrigation, Myanmar and National Institute of Agrobiological Sciences, Japan, traditional crops were
collected at harvest time together with agricultural and ethnobotanical information in Naga villages
scattered in mountainous Sagaing Regions of Myanmar in 2014. Particularly, cereals (e.g., upland rice,
maize, Job"s tear, and millets), legumes (e.g., kidney bean, rice bean, cowpea, and soybean), Chili
pepper, Zanthoxylum spp., holy basil, Elsholtzia blanda, Chenopodium giganteum and others were collected
there.
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