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Survey on actual situation and development of skillfulness of fingers /hands in
early children

NARUMI, Taeko

4,100,000

We measured the development of infants® skillfulness of fingers/hands in their
three years in kindergarten. We measured their level of skillfulness in fingers/ hands by (a) the time
they took to fold origami and the degree of misalignment, (b) the time taken to move magnets on a board,
(c) the time they took to tie and untie a piece of string, and (d) the number of beads they passed
through a vinyl string per minute.

A cross-sectional analysis confirmed that the scores improved as the children®s grades got higher for
all index values, and that the girls had better scores than the boys in ever% grade. Also, a longitudinal
analysis indicated that the development of girls® skillfulness of fingers / hands began at an earlier age
than it did for the boys. Development in the first year of kindergarten was remarkable; the kindergarten
experience where the children engaged in play and other activities had a marked affect on the development
of their skillfulness of fingers / hands.
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