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This study examined a historical comparison of radioactive waste management in
Japan, in France and in the UK. Among these countries, the UK began to treat radioactive waste first in
the early 1950s, but after 1970s, France became the top of the radioactive waste management and developed
large-scale nuclear fuel reprocessing plant, based on its nuclear policy introducing pressurized water
reactors as well as promoting fast breeder reactors. In1970s, Japan received technological support from
France for the research of fast breeder reactors and had the same policy as France concerning nuclear
fuel cycle. This study revealed that this issue was crucial to introduce French radioactive waste
management technology into the construction of Rokkasho reprocessing plant which had been prepared since
1980s.
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