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It was found that microorganisms preferentially expended resources in the form of
phosphatase production rather than (3 -D-glucosidase production to acquire phosphorus in soils with low
phosphorus availability. Specific microbial species mi?ht predominate for production of phosphatase in
low phosphorus available soils. The ratio of acid or alkaline phosphatase to B -D-glucosidase activities
would be useful for evaluating phosphorus availability in soils.
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