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Among the several issues explored through this project, it was the issue of
Chinese-Thai women who ordained as Mahayana Buddhist bhikkhunis that highlighted a significant
aspect of Chinese-Thai religious world. In China, Taiwan, and most other Mahayana Buddhist
countries, bhikkhuni ordination is inherited up until today. However, in the Chinese Order that
affliated to the national Thai Sangha, no Mahayana Buddhist bhikkhuni member is allowed. Therefore,
Chinese-Thai women who seek Mahayana Buddhist bhikkhuni ordination have to ordain through a foreign
sangha and conduct their religious activities in Thailand, independently from the national Thai
Sangha. Their situation is strikingly similar to that of Thai women who have no place in the
national Thai Sangha, which does not sanction Theravada bhikkhuni, because of the disruption of
bhikkhuni lineage in Theravada Buddhism. Lack of secure place in a publicly accepted sangha,
bhikkhunis® living has to be insecure.
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