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A study of music criticism by Hugo Wolf
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The study aims to identify Hugo Wolf s evaluation criteria of music by examining

his commentary published in the newspaper Wiener Salonblatt from 1884 to 1887.

Among his evaluation criteria of music is a focus on the composer’ s intention and on the piece itself.
In particular, in his commentary on pieces by Wagner, whom he revered, Wolf unconditionally accepted the

ieces themselves but was mercilessly critical towards the performance and production. In addition, in

is commentary on lieder, he tended to highly evaluate performers who excelled in interpreting the piece,
which suggests that Wolf was inclined to put the piece first.

Wolf developed his evaluation criteria of music pieces and performers through his written critique in
this period, which was to have a strong influence on his future music life.
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