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Community based art projects have rapidly increased in Japan since the 1990s.
Previous studies argue that municipal governments utilize those arts in order to regenerate the urban
decay, but, at the same time, such arts as_tools of urban regeneration have possibilities to spoil
critical aspects of art. This research project breaks down into two parts. First one is to take a look at
pre-histories of community based arts in Japan from the 1950s to the 1980s and examine historical
trajectories of them. Second one is to collect archival materials and conduct interviews to artists,
especially focusing on motivations of the artists and the community based art movements in the 1980s.
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