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Nativity of Mary Aelfric

This research analyzed Aelfric"s distictive manner in which he described women
appeared in his homiles, with a special attention both to his vocabularies and narrative method.
Moreover, on the basis of the analysis, the process where the Anglo-Saxon society had been accepting the
images of women in his Latin sources was also explored.

For this purpose, first, all the Old English works theming women were collected and classified
comprehensively. With this result, then, the original Detabase of Old English Works on Women was
produced, which consists of the latest information about extant manuscripts, editions and Latin sources.
Finally, close examination focusing on the chronological process of receiving and accepting the images of
women in Old and early Middle English period was conducted, through the strict comparison of Nativity of
Mary by Aelfric and those by his descendant anonymous authors.
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