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The purpose of this research is to examine how the occupational periods of
Imperial Japan are represented in Asian American literature. In recent years, not a few Asian
American authors show their keen interests in the history of their Asian homeland, depicting
Japanese occupation periods mostly in critical ways. 1 first made up a list of related literary
works, then analyzed them both comprehensively and individually. 1 found a new tendency in which
authors of younger generation depict historical episodes in somewhat critical but indirect manners,

which seems to lead readers to evaluate the history by themselves.
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P. Howard 1940 Mariquita

T. Taimanglo 1972 Attitude 13

Craig Perez 1960 from
UNINCORPORAT
ED TERRITPORY

M. Kingston 1940 The Woman
Warrior
Wing T. Lum 1946 The Nanjing
Massacre
Amy Tan 1952 Kitchen God's Wife
Ha Jin 1956 Nanjing Requiem
Richard Kim 1932 Lost Names
Therese Park 1940 A Gift of the
Emperor
Theresa Cha 1951 Dictée
Chang-raeLee | 1965 A Gesture Life
Nora O Keller | 1965 Comfort Women
Susan Choi 1969 The Foreign
Student
J. Hagedorn | 1949 Dogeaters
N Rosca 1946 State of War
C. Brainard 1947 When the Goddess
Wept
Tess Holth 1966 When the
Elephants Dance
Z. Linmark 1968 Leche
M. Syjuco 1976 llustrado
Janice Lee 1970 | The Piano Teacher
Sandi Tan 1972 | The Black Isle
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