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Phonological phenomena and phonetic realization in the process of standardization
in accentless dialects
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This study considered the fundamental linguistic characteristics and variations
in the Ibaraki and Chiba dialects. Particularly, we focused on analyzing the pronunciation of voiced
stops _and the postpositional particles. Examining the pronunciation of voiced stops, previous literature
identified two types of pronunciation: One type 1s dominant in Tohoku; the other type is dominant in
other parts of Japan. Our results revealed that Tohoku and most of Ibaraki share a characteristic
pronunciation, whereas the dialect of a limited area in southwest lbaraki features a coexistence of both
types. Concerning the grammatical aspect, we proposed a new hypothesis on the origin of the particle
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