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Zibun-binding, aspect-shift, and causative meaning in Japanese psych-verb
constructions
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This project mainly dealt with the problem of Japanese reflexive pronoun zibun,
‘ self,” which appears in the subject positions in Japanese psych-verb constructions. The problem is
that zibun can have its antecedent in what follows, which is known as a backward binding phenomenon and
an obstacle for the binding theory of Generative Grammar. It has been analyzed syntactically or
functionally since the 1970s. In addition to the above problem, this study showed new data, in which
zibun in an event nominal can be interpreted either as the speaker or as the cataphoric noun in the
sentence, which neither syntax or functional analysis alone has been able to explain clearly. Instead, we
formalized the lexical semantic structures of the zibun phrases and those of psych-verbs, and then
combined them to be a constituent, based on causation. With the results of the different combinations, we
could explain the data of irregular zibun interpretations in a uniform way.
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Principle A

a. A picture of herselfi pleased Ruthi so
much.

b. *A picture of herselfi hit Ruthi on the
head.
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e. His words hit him.
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(2) The paper in 2015 has covered four
main points: There are two types of
Japanese Eventive Nominals (EN). Thus,
zibun-no ENs can also be divided into two
types: (i) Agentive zibun which resides in
SpecENP, and (i) non-agentive zibun
which resides in CompENP. There are also
two types of Japanese psych-causative verb
constructions: (iii) One is direct causation
whose causer subject has ACT-ON head,
while (iv) the other is indirect causation
whose causer subject has PERCEIVE head.
Assuming the above two types of ENs and
two types causative structures, zibun in
zibun-no uwasa-ga Hanako-o odorok-ase-ta,
which shows irregular backward binding,
meets the c-command requirement in the
combination between zibun and indirect
causative verb odorok-ase. Assuming the
ModP projection above IP, zibun in
zibun-no iken-ga Hanako-o odorok-ase-ta,
whose antecedent is understood as the
speaker, also meets the c-command
requirement via pro in the modality
phrase.
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