©
2012 2014

The role of the proto-lexicon in the acquisition of Japanese
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The goal of this project was to explore the role played by infant-directed speech
in the acquisition of a language™s sound system. We pursued this question through the analysis of a
corpus of recordings of mothers speaking both to their infant and to an adult experimenter.
By comparing the two types of speech, we made a number of discoveries. We found that mothers devoice high
vowels less often when speaking to infants, and that they lengthen function words, but not content words.
We also made two discoveries which overturned previously held theories of infant-directed speech. First,
we found that infant-directed speech is not in fact slower than adult-directed speech. We also found
that, contrary to earlier research, sounds in infant-directed speech are not pronounced more clearly by

mothers when speaking to infants.
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