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The goal of this research project was to build semantic maps of specific
grammatical categories, especially “ case” . Semantic maps two-dimensionally represent semantic and
functional similarities that can be extracted from the polysemy of linguistic forms from various
languages. We accomplished the goal of building a semantic map of the case area, furthermore
accomplishing a second goal, namely to give a diachronic dimension to this map. Our diachronic research
was based on the concept of grammaticalization. We furthermore showed that semantic change accompanying
grammaticalization always proceeds in the direction of increased speech-act orientation.
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