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The Study of Beshi-related Derivates in Ryukyuan Dialects
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be: bja:

The modal suffix be: (bja:, be:m, pe:m, bja:ng, biraN), observed in a number of
Ryukyu dialects in the Miyako region and in the western part of the Iriomote Island in the Yaeyama
region, can be traced back to the Old Japanese beshi, and corresponds to the suffix be: and its
variations, which are common in the dialects of eastern Japan. Despite local differences (e.g. the
hortative use of be:/bja: is only found in the north of Miyako, but not in the south) it shows great
similarities to the be: suffix in the dialects of eastern Japan in that it can have a presumptive,
volitional or hortative meaning. Its relationship to the Old Japanese beshi both in the dialects of
eastern Japan and Ryukyu supports Kunio Yanagita®s "ripple pattern theory" of dialect development,
whereby grammatical forms and vocabulary encountered on the peripherals belong to the oldest language
layer. These findings are not only significant for linguistic, but also for historical studies.
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be: Dbja:

kju:]=ja [taro:]=ja
slaki=u [nuN]=bja:n [i:.

talro:]=ja s!alkju:l=gja: {nulmadi=bjan [i:. /
[nuN=bja:p [i:. / [nuNdu su=bja:p [i:. }

nul[du=nu ka'ki] uiba [cja:=jul
numadi(=bja‘n [i:.

uru: hlitumi numadi=bjan i:.

saki:=[pa]
numaN=pe'm.

kare: ki'=ja saki'=[pa!] num=tu
sl=pe'm.

pi‘ru:] numaltil=pe:m. [saki]
numa/til=pem.

vva pirru: numalti. [saki:



numalti.

kjusl=ja
[tabuN] taro:=[mai] birru:=[du num]=bja:
[ja:.
C )

[taro:]=ja [slakjul=ba [num] gamata=be:
[ja:. / talro:l=ja [numl=be: [ja:.

bi‘ru:] nulmadi=be: ja:. s!aki=ul
nu[madi=be: ja:.

kare ksnu:=ja
numaddam=bja: ja:.

taro:=ja kju'=ja num=du s=bja: ja:.

kjui=ja no’=ju=ga numadi=gara ja:, biiru:
numadi=bja: saki=u numadi=bja:.

taro:=ja kunu sakju:=ba
num=du s=pja: [ja:?

kju:=ja taro:=mai sakju:=ba nulm
galmata (aram)=bja‘] ja.

kjui=ja nou=ju=ga numadi=gara )a:,
birrui=na numadi=bja: ja!, saki=u=na

numadi=bja: ja:.
taro:]=ja [cuno:]
slalkil=u=ba [numi=dul=bja: [i:.

tarol]=ja [kju:lsja slalkil=u=ba
[nuM=du sul=bja: [i:.

slake=ju nulmadi=bja: [i:. bi:]ru:
[nulmadi=bja: [i:.

taro:=ja
taugara=tu sjaki=u numi:l=be:m}.

taro:=ja kjui=mai sjaki=u
numan=be:m.

sjaki=u numam:=ge:rai, biiru:
numam:=gerai / sjaki-u numam:=be'm,
birru: numam:=be:m.

aqlkalra alca taro: [ki:]
su=[bel:.

alca taro: [kuN=be]:.

bi:ru nu[mube]: slaki=du nu[mube]:.

klimu]
masiburilki] nu[mi] su=[bel:.
kwaN=dul nulmi] bu=[be]:.
doro=[du]
masig=ka  [jal:.  kluri  nulmu=be]:.

klari(=dw) nulmu=be]:.

alsi=[ral: maNzuN nu[mu=be]:.

be:  Dbja:
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