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A Comprehensive Study on the Mechanism which Controls the Selection and Omission of
Referential Expressions and Nominalizing Forms in English and Japanese
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It is that It turns out
that

I hate to say X

English and Japanese have been compared and contrasted, and some interesting
characteristics have been revealed. In this research, we have made a comprehensive exploration of the
mechanism which controls the selection and omission of English and Japanese linguistic forms such as the
referential expression "it" in English, the "that"-clause, and the nominalizing form "no" in Japanese.
First, we have provided a unified account for similarities and differences between the It is that-clause
construction with the It turns out that-clause construction, paying close attention to information
processing by referential expressions. We have also pointed to some of the hitherto neglected semantic
and pragmatic aspects of the I hate to say X construction. We have extensively discussed that the
referential expression "it" or "this" shown in the X of the I hate to say X construction is selected to
convey information that has previously been established but unknown to the hearer.
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(i) a. Some days | just look at our
teenagers and think they must
have dropped off an alien planet.
It’s not that they have three eyes or
green skin; it’s that they do the
strangest things for seemingly no
reason. It turns out there is a
reason!

(E. D. Hill, I'm Not Your Friend,
I'm Your Parent)

b. 1 It turns out that
those fares to London on British
Airways were too good to be true. And
now the airlines is paying the price.

(Los Angeles Times, 2012/10/1)
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