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Observations on the Grammaticalization Paths of Progressive Aspect in the Late
Modern English Period on the basis of Cognitive and Historical Linguistics
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This study is on the grammaticalization paths of Early & Late Modern English
progressive forms, the usage of which is said to be established in as late as the Present-Day English
Period. From the ﬁerspectives of Cognitive Linguistics and English Historical Linguistics, the paths are
characterized both by structural and semantic factors and by lexical factors forming the progressive
constructions. Observations on the functional classification of verbs and on formative factors of
constructions show expanding productivity of English progressive forms: from intransitive to transitive
constructions. The data are driven mainly from the Helsinki Corpus and Bible English. It was a plan to
make Late Modern English Corpus by myself, but did not come true, which made this study a smaller
observation than | expected. Parts of the results of this study were compiled in the book "Studies on
Modern English™ written in Japanese.
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