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This series of studies is concerned with how English relative clauses can be
analyzed and classified in terms of semantic and pragmatic properties of clausal connection between the
main and relative clauses. A closer study of “ exceptional” restrictive and nonrestrictive relative
clauses suggests a possibility that there may be certain semantic and pragmatic factors that allow the
speaker to use such exceptional forms of expression.

The research focuses on a set of general ideas of necessity, information value, and weakening of
restrictiveness in order to give a better account of the closeness between the main and relative clauses.
It proposes a new classification of relative clauses that reflects the gradient based on these general
ideas and it concludes that the classification has an advantage over the traditional
restrictive-nonrestrictive dichotomy.
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(a) i. We only employ people who clearly

(bii)

have computer skills. (Macmillan
English Dictionary for Advanced
Learners?)

ii. That waiter served me a steak that
honestly made me sick. (Fairclough
1973)

(bi)

(

(b) i. Rattlesnakes, which are poisonous,

should be avoided. (Quirk et al.
1985)

ii. A skilled workforce is essential,
which is why our training
programme is so important. (MED?)
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(c) We can take one or two clouds on our
Christmas cheer ... Speaking of

which, where’s Bill? I want to wish
him season’s greetings.” (BNC Online)
(d) He took it [a report] straight in to
Radl who opened it and examined the
contents. (J. Higgins, The Eagle Has
Landed)
(c)
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(e) The father who had planned my life to
the point of my unsought arrival in
Brighton took it for granted that in
the last three weeks of his legal
guardianship I would still act as he
directed. (Huddleston and Pullum
2002)
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(f) He took it [a report] straight in to
Radl who opened it and examined the
contents. (J. Higgins, The Eagle Has
Landed)
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(2) 1. He's got a new car that goes like a

bomb.
(OR He's got a new car, which goes
like a bomb.)

i1i. We became friendly with some
nurses that John had met in Paris.
(OR We became friendly with some
nurses, whom John had met in
Paris.) (Swan 2005)
(h) All this I gave up for the mother who
needed me. (Quirk et al. 1985)
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