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A Study on the Historical Transition of English Language Learning Methodologies
through the Analysis of Self-Taught Books
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i In the Meiji era, grammar and spelling books, and readers including world history
books were imported and used as English textbooks in Japan. At the same time, a large number of

self-taught books with the titles of Self—Tau?ht,” “ Literal Translation,” and “ Lecture” were
published to help the learners. Through the analysis of these self-taught books, the following results
have been obtained:

(1) The translated sentences in the self-taught books were gradually changed into more natural Japanese.
(2) In the first half of the Meiji era, certain words, such as relative pronouns, were translated twice
in the Self-Taught and Literal Translation books. On the other hand, in the latter half of the Meiji era,
the twice-translated words were decreased in the Lecture books.
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