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Why English sounds fast to the ears of Japanese? --- A study on English rate
perceived by Japanese speakers
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This research aims to search for reasons why English sounds fast to Japanese
speakers even though there is no significant difference in rate between English and Japanese. 1 focused
on the relationship between perceived rate and 1) language specific phonetic characteristics of English,
which is typically different from those of Japanese, namely, pause distribution, stress-timed rhythm,
consonant clusters, and reduction, and 2) word familiarity, or lexical access speed.

Experiments were conducted to examine if those factors affect English rate perceived by Japanese
speakers. The results suggested that slower lexical access deriving from their underdeveloped vocabulary
is the major reason why Japanese speakers perceive English as fast rather than language specific phonetic
characteristics of English.
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Table 2. Number of times Japanese speakers indicated the stress or mora sequence
was faster or the same after hearing pairs of stress and mora rhythm sequences

Meter Stress Mora  Same  Binomial test results
WS 43 31 18

SW 34 4 14
Wws 47 31 14 * (p=.044)
SWW 48 33 11
Total 172 139 57
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