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In 2014, the proportion of small schools (11 classes or less) was nearly half
the proportion of all elementary schools and was higher than that of medium-sized schools (12-18
classes). Despite this, we have Baid very little to foreign language activities in small rural schools so
far. Given this situation, a number of questionnaire surveys were administered to the teachers involved
in foreign language activities. We had the following goals: (i)understand the actual situation of foreign
language activities of small schools, ( )clarify their characteristics by comparing them with activities
in middle- or large-sized schools, and ( )suggest a course of action for effective education. In
addition to meeting this goals, we showed that, specifically: ( ) it was problematic to argue for
lumping all small schools together, and that ( ) there could exist some lack of understanding of how to
foster pupils®™ communication abilities, and this problem has areas for improvement.
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