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Significance of introducing early English literacy instruction into elementary
school Foreign Language Activities
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This study discusses the significance of enhancing children’ s phonological
awareness prior to English literacy instruction in elementary school “ Foreign Language Activities.”
Phonological awareness is sensitivity to the internal structure of speech and considered to be a
precursor to the literacy acquisition in English as L1. The results of the phonological awareness tests
administered to children in Grades 3 to 6 demonstrate that their manipulation of English speech was
affected by the characteristics of Japanese phonological structure. Moreover, as the grapheme-phoneme
correspondence in English is more complex than in Japanese, it is necessary to develop awareness of
smaller phonological units in order to learn to read in English. Thus, it is claimed that it is important
to develop children’ s phonological awareness as readiness for English literacy development.
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A. Initial Phoneme Identification Test
CiVC2 C1l
Isl, Im/

e.g., /t/: pen, tape, top, duck
B. Phoneme ldentification & Location Test
CiVC2
Isl, Im/
C:1 Cz

e.g., /sl: neck, sun, class, grass, sick, pen
C. Odd Word Recognition Test
CiVC:2

odd word
e.g., line, lad, dot / lip, hop, tip
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Rhyme Awareness

e.g., pan - fan, report - support
Syllable Awareness

e.g., bat, bat-ter, pa-per, re-mem-ber
Intrasyllabic Awareness

Onset-rime Awareness

e.g., b-ag, sw-im, str-ong

Phonemic Awareness

e.g., /pl,/lel, It/

reading by analogy
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partial blending (e.g., /en/ Ip/

pen )  partial segmenting (e.g., pen
Ip/ ) complete
blending (e.g., /p/ lel It/ pet

)  complete segmentation (e.g., /pet/
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Phoneme ldentification & Location
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