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The Use of First-person Pronouns in Research Papers in Different Fields of Study
and the Perception of First-person Pronoun Use by English Teachers
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We analyzed first-person pronouns used to refer to the author(s) in English
research papers from two different fields of study, engineering and TESOL. About two hundred fifty
research articles were chosen from two acclaimed journals in each field to analyze the use of
first-person pronouns with a perspective of publication years. We found that first-person pronouns were
used most frequently in the engineering field and that the frequencies of first-person usage by Japanese
TESOL researchers were much lower than those of native counterparts. In the engineering field, there were
no differences observed in the first-person pronoun usage between two periods of time, in recent years
and 20 years ago, but in the TESOL field, the publication years somewhat influenced the use of
first-person pronouns. The results of questionnaires conducted on college English teachers revealed that
the process of deciding whether to use first-person pronouns is a complicated process involving various

factors.
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