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Ise is one of Japan®"s most sacred sites. There is much research on its long
history up until the 19th century but next to nothing is written on its modern history. This research
project is an attempt to plug the gap and write an introductory history of modern Ise from the Meiji
Restoration of 1868 through the prewar years to the present day.

The present research keeps a constant eye on the lIse shrines” relationship to emperor, state and people,
as it surveys the main turning points in the past 150 years. Amongst other things, it aims to shed light
on the spatial transformations in the Meiji period, the media coverage and other Ise discourse in prewar
Japan, and the privatization and subsequent attempts at "deprivatisation” that characterise lIse’s
post-war history.
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