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Changes in Political Space between the Northern Song and the Southern Song
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I attempted to reconcile the two arguments : imperial autocracy versus the rising
power of grand councilors. If we take the macroscopic perspective of looking at the political system, it
changed from the Northern Song “ Kaifeng System” into the Southern Song “ Hangzhou system.” The former
refers to a centralized system, where the military and financial systems were concentrated in Kaifeng;
and the latter refers to a decentralized, lower-level government system, where the military and financial
power were dispersed in several places including the capital, and where circuit officials were endowed
considerable authority. At the higher level of the system of imperial autocracy, however, there was not
much change during the Song period. On the other hand, however, if we take a microscopic perspective,
changes took place in nature of the relations between the emperor and officials, as well as in the
methods of policy making, which were closely connected to imperial power.
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