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This research project uncovered historical materials on the Japanese American
internment during World War 11. The project focused on the camps in Arizona, an understudied
state in historical research of internment. The War Relocation Authority records showed that Issei, or
first generation Japanese Americans, contributed a great deal to the agricultural production of
vegetables and fruits in the Gila River camp. Issei used their agricultural and horticultural skills that
they developed during the prewar period in California, and the massive agricultural production greatly
improved the camp diet. The analysis of the camp high school yearbooks in Gila River showed that Nisei
tried to portray their high school days in the image of a "normal™ American high school experience. At
the same time, the yearbooks represented the Nisei soldiers vividly, indicating that the yearbooks were
created to convey the images of Nisei as "American citizens” to the world outside the camp.
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