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The Inquisition, which established itself in Southern France from the 1230"s to
the 1320"s, can be seen not just as a means to exterminate heretics, but as a system to exercise pastoral
care qun the enemy to the Church. The inquisitors put the highest priority on confession, which derived
from the thought of penitential theology that acute repentance constitutes substantial part of the
satisfaction of the sin. Even when ample incriminating evidence was already given, for example, suspects
who would not acknowoledge their guilt were usually incarcerated even for years just to elicit
confessions from them. The penalties or penances inflicted upon the guilty heretics were graded according
to their deeds from imprisonment to the wearing of crosses to pilgrimage. What should be stressed is that
each of them was not designed just to punish the enemy but to administer specific penances to the special
sinners who could and must be reintegrated to the community of the faithful.
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