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Empirical research on the gender system in the Yayoi Period focusing on the
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This research aims to clarify the gender system in the Yayoi Period focusing on
the analyses of the bodily representation, which is composed of various kinds of archaeological records.
The study promoted the fundamental research with regard to the bodily representation from Western and
Eastern Japan in the Early and Middle Yayoi Period, and the representation including tattoo in the Late
Yayoi Period. Moreover, as a result of analysis, it is clarified that the representation of a pair
consisting of a man and woman is recognized diachronically in the Yayoi Period. Simultaneously, it is
sure that the independent or non-gendered representation also existed through the Yayoi period. In
conclusion, this research presents a perspective that the heteronormative effect produced by artefacts is
not universal in the Yayoi society.
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