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Urban Tourism in Sydney: Using Cultural, Social and Political Activities of Social
Minorities as Tourist Attractions
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Based on fieldwork in The Rocks, Leichhardt (the suburb known as ‘ Little Italy’
in the 1960s and 1970s), Cabramatta in Fairfield (the area known for its concentration of
Vietnamese-Australians) and Darlinghurst in Sydney, I explored how the activities of ' social
minorities’ such as labourers, immigrants, and gays and lesbians, and the landscape influenced by their
activities, are represented in their use as tourist attractions by the tourism industry and local
governments.

Although these places are presented to tourists as sites showing the Australian national identity (the
Australian resistance to authority in the case of The Rocks, the multiculturalism of Leichhardt and
Fairfield and the inclusiveness of Darlinghurst), the tourism promotion based on ‘ social minority
residents would be problematic as it indicates that the society maintains the boundary between
‘ majority’ vresidents and ‘ minority’ residents.
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