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Under the Japanese criminal code, penalties for criminal acts involving multiple
persons are determind by identifying the form of involvement of each offender (the Complicity System),
but in the court practice, most of them are punished as ﬁrinciples. According to this, Japanese criminal
court practice can be observed as actually not obeying the Complicity System, but the Monistic System.
Therefore, we studied Danish, Norwegian and Italian criminal code, which legislatively adopted the
Monistic System. Even though there are various criticisms against the Monistic System, according to our
study on the criminal theories of these 3 countries, it is founded that all of the difficult issues
surrounding the Complicity System can be resolved, where the Monistic System is adopted. Here can be said
that the Japanese valid law of the penalties for criminal acts involving multiple persons should be
properly explained by the Monistic System.
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