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The British Colony of Singapore was granted internal self-government in 1959.
Since then and until today, the People®s Action Party (PAP) has been in power. Why 1s the PAP government
stable and long-lasting? This study attempts to find out what makes the government durable. Previous
works try to explain the durability by focusing on the PAP"s government policies or the party leaders”
philosophies after attaining the power.

This study explains the durability of the PAP government by focusing on the political orders during the
colonial days. The British paid serious attention to the local political orders after the World War I1l.
This study finds out that the durability of the Singapore®s government rests on the continuity of the
political orders which were first regulated during the colonial days. Local political leaders who shared
the same philosophy with the British colonial government in respect of these political orders, were
eventually able to gain political power.
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