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This study aimed to reveal social networks® relations with prefectural and
municipal governments® programs of welfare for seniors and children. People and organizations form social
networks in their communities. Social networks may provide welfare services for residents in the
communities. This study examined how social networks connect with prefectural and municipal governments*®
welfare programs.

The analysis revealed that social networks cannot substitute for prefectural and municipal governments
in supplying welfare services, and that ?refectural and municipal governments tend to provide more
welfare services for areas enjoying developed social networks than those holding undeveloped social
networks.
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