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This research, based on interviews of former union leaders of Shin Nihon Chioss
Union (the SNU) and on archival research of materials owned by the Open Research Center for Minamata
Studies, examined industrial relations at Chisso and alliances between the SNU and social movements of
Minamata disease patients and their supporters in the 1960s and in the early 1970s. The research showed
that contentious industrial relations since the labor dispute in 1962-63 contributed to the coalition
formation between the SNU and social movement organizations, and that union-social movmenemt coalitions
were based on personal networks of activists. The finidings of the research were made public by
presentations at academic conferences and published articles.
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Akira Suzuki "Why did the
“Blue-Green Coalition” Succeed in the Case
of Minamata? An Analysis of the Struggle
against Chisso in the Context of Civil
Society." A Paper presented at “The Role of
Organized Labor in Civil Society in East
Asia: Comparisons between Korea, Taiwan
and Japan,” cohosted by the Ohara
Institute for Social Research, Hosel
University and Research Committee 44 of
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Akira Suzuki ”Conditions for the
Development of Blue-Green Alliances: the

case of Minamata in brief comparison with
the case of Yokkaichi.” A Paper presented
at Session: Labor and Environmental
Movements (RC44 and RC48),
International  Sociological  Association
(ISA) XVIII World Congress of Sociology
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