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This project aims to research how Japanese immigrant women in post war era
construct their cultural identity and ethnic community in San Francisco Bay Area. On the basis of 1)
interviews | had conducted with 22 Japanese women who immigrated to California after the Second World
War, and 2) the secondary data analysis of American Community Survey 2011 PUMS data, | found following
results.
First, the ACS data showed that some characteristics of immigrant Japanese women changed as the time went
by. The thing that changed most was the ratio of Japanese women who became US citizens. Second, the
interview data showed that Japanese immigrant women in post war era view that “ Japanese” is not a
single ethnicity. They often stated that they are different from Japanese Americans or War Brides who
immigrated to the US prior to them. Third, at the same time, their ethnic ties are sometime stronger than
their family ties. They made formal and informal reciprocal networks to support each other.
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