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This study aims to consider the legal policy regarding support for grandparents
as kinship carers. Kinship care means“ family-based care within the child"s extended family or with
close friends of the familK known to the child, whether formal or informal in nature” (United
Nations,' Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children’ ).

In the first place, 1 analyze the legal structure regarding formal Kinship care in Japan (i.e. “ Shinzoku
Satooya” ), and pointed out some problems. Next, | consider the policies and practices regarding kinship
care in the UK and Ireland to get suggestions for Japanese legal ﬁolicy. The reason for choosing the UK
and Ireland is that kinship care for children who cannot live with their parents is popular in these
countries. Lastly, 1 make some suggestions from the policies and practices in the UK and Ireland to
improve the Japanese situation.
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