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The purpose of this study is to examine the developmental changes in stories
produced by five, six, seven, and eight-year-old children using the Monet painting. In the previous
study, the developmental changes in stories produced by children were not examined. The five, six, seven,
and eight-year-old children were asked to construct a story from a Monet’ s painting. Children’ s stories
were transcribed and a qualitative analysis as well as a quantitative analysis of the transcriptions was
carried out. Developmental changes were found in children’ s stories, i.e., from the stage of listing
arbitrary ideas which occurred to children inspired by the painting to the stage of creating a reasonable
story based on the schema activated by the painting. These findings were discussed in terms of cognitive
developmental theories.
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