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The aim of the present study was to explore the properties of person detection.
The results show that when we search human presence in a natural scene, frontal views of faces are the
most important cues at short distances, and that human body forms are more salient than frontal views of
faces at middle or long distances. It is also suggested that there are other useful cues for human
detection, such as skin color, hair, and form and color of clothes at any distances.

Experiments manipulating spatial frequencies contained in the stimuli show that we are able to detect
the head of a human body at farther distances than we are able to identify a face or recognize a facial
expression, and that frontal views of faces and skin color are salient cue for detecting human heads at
even farther distances.
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