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Education through Sign Language at Schools for the Deaf in Taiwan and Korea under
Japanese Rule: Interview Research with Deaf People
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A series of interview research with deaf subjects revealed that Japanese teachers
who were dispatched from Japan were the core teaching staff at schools for the deaf in Taiwan and Korea
under Japanese rule, and, in most of the cases, the teachers who the deaf subjects learned from were
Japanese teachers. Sign language was the primary method of communication and instruction at the schools,
and the subjects® linguistic competence in signing appears to be very high. However, it seems that the
acquisition of (written) Japanese were not at all neglected. On the other hand, East Asian sign
languages, including North Korean Sign Language, were lexically compared, the combined rate of
"identical™ and "similar" was 48-55% between Japanese Sign Language and Taiwan Sign Language and between

Japanese Sign Language and Korean Sign Language, and it was approximately 56% between between Korean Sign
Language and North Korean Sign Language.
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