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The Crisis of Folk Performing Arts and the Possibility of Its Education: with the
Aim of Reviving the Traditional Culture in the Coastal Area of lwate
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This study attempted to present an educational program to revive the traditional
culture in lwate after the Northeast Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011, by documenting the process of
developing successors of folk performing arts supported by the cooperation between schools and the local
areas.The concrete approaches taken were (1) to research the critical conditions related to folk
performing arts,(2) to analyze their transmitting processes from the point of view of dynamic
preservation and socio-cultural context, taking Unotori Kagura at Fudai Village and Nakano Nanazu-mai at
Iwaizumi  Town in Rikuchu Coast as case studies, and (3) to verify the questionnaire results of folk
preforming arts education targeted at elementary and junior high schools in Iwate conducted in 2014.The
importance of the traditional culture and its education was recognized.
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