©
2012 2014

Appointment and Career of Female Principals in Public Middle Schools and High
Schools in Japan - Based on Analysis of the First Female Principals in Each of the
47 Prefectures -
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This study examines the historical perspectives regarding the appointment and
careers of the first female principals in public middle and high schools in all 47 prefectures in
comparison with the first female principals in public elementary schools. The research methodology
analyzes basic data for 107 female principals in Japanese middle and high schools. The data sets are
derived from statistical materials from the Ministry of Education,local newspapers historical documents
related to local education history and data from interview surveys.

The results reveal that the appointment of the schools’ first female principals peaked twice as a
result of policy factors, once in the 1940s and again in the 1980s or later. Additionally, the results
empirically demonstrate that experience as educational supervisor appointed by a board of education and
accomplishments in one"s academic career functioned as primary channels for principals® status
attainment.
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