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Diet evolution of theropods dinosaurs and its implication to the origin of birds
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This study focuses on the diet evolution of theropods dinosaurs and its
implication to the origin of birds. The evolution of herbivory in theropod dinosaurs is a key to
understand the shift from non-avian to avian dinosaurs. My study suggests that the diversity of herbivory
in theropods is greater than previously thought, and the extremities are therizinosaurs and
ornithomimosaurs. Therizinosaurs developed more efficient oral and gastrointestinal digestion, whereas
ornithomimosaurs had gastroliths and muscular stomach to become herbivory. This diversity in digestion
may have had led to the diversity in species and ecology, which may a driving force to the bird origin.
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