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This paper aims to clarify the designation policy and the actual states of
district centers in city planning master plan, and to acquire the fundamental knowledge for the future
image of centers and policy of concentrating urban functions.

The Conclusions are as follows. 1) Branch office and station have been chosen as the core of district
centers, but hierarchy of district centers and catchment areas are not set in most master plans.
Therefore, the image of centers in Japan is different from that in Europe, which the core is mixed use of
shops and hierarchy is clear. 2) The higher population densitK becomes, the more the number of store and
public facilities increase. But the setting ratio of supermarket is low, so that an issue is improvement
of the daily life convenience. 3) In some cities, the action to concentrating policy has been begun by
designating the reorganization areas, and reorganizing public facilities and the core function of
district centers.
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