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Improvement of chicken meat production by dietary zinc compounds
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In the present study, we investigated the effects of dietary supplementation of
zinc on growth and meat color in broiler chickens. Dietary supplementation of peptide zinc for 3 weeks
significantly increased body weight and breast muscle weight and improved meat color in broiler chicks.
On the other hand, dietary supplementation of zinc sulfate and zinc carbonate for 3 weeks did not
influence food intake, body weight, breast muscle weight, thigh weight, and meat color in broiler chicks.
However, dietary supplementation of peptide zinc for 6 weeks did not influence body weight, breast muscle
weight, thigh weight, meat_color, and muscle zinc protoporﬁhyrin content in broiler chicks. These results
suggest that peptide zinc improves the growth of broiler chickens in the growing period but not in the
finishing period.
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