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International comparison of mass communications during health crisis
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BSE

Mass media can affect how people understand and react to particular health risks.
Reporting of health risks during the international trade disputes, resulting from the difference in
safety regulations, therefore can play a pivotal role in resolving them. This study compared the
newspaper reports on BSE-related events in major national dailies among Japan, the US and South Korea
around the period when BSE-infected cattle were discovered in the US and the import of US beef products
was banned (between December 2002 and November 2006) .

In conclusion, during the BSE-related dispute on health and trade, the visibility and faces of the
issues in newspapers differed between Japan and the US. Acceptance of BSE-related risks was argued
differently, and those differences reflected and affected the public®s perception of BSE issues, the
related safety policies by the governments, and the configuration of social interests in each country.
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Country (origin of BSE news or incident): US, Japan, Others

Article topics

BSE incident in human or animal, Biomedical properties of BSE,
Commerce including food but not agriculture industry, Agriculture,
International trade

Slant of article regarding BSE policy (domestic and foreign)
Positive (arguing for a stronger domestic policy), Negative (arguing
for a weaker domestic policy), Neutral/ Detached

Policy discussion context

The rationale, values and/or social contexts expressed to support or
oppose the policy (Health issues, Commercial issues, Political issues;
Balance of competing interests, Risk acceptance)
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Monthly numbers of newspaper articles (FiJFMiEHEH)

Period 1 Peariod 2 Period 3

& Ln M=
o

2

150
-

a
B

1
o
a
a
g

=)

50

2002m12

n/ manth (JP pepers)
o

(=] Q
o
o G
)
“a

.0
st ¢ “%ag

[+]

2003m12

. - .oon
e ”

.- -

.e ..p -t
2004m12

year and month

JF papers -

+}
C‘O

o

2005m12

US papers

40

» o
ln-n .t ls

nf manth {US papers)

20

2006m12



g200000

gobooboooboboboboobooobo
ook oboooooobooBsEDOOO
gP2O0000O00O0OD00O0ODOO0DbOOD BSE
0000b00obobo0oboboboboO BSE
00000014.1 > 19.7 > 34.9%00 00O
Ob0o0obOgBSEODOODO4.1 >29.9 >
2.%00000000PLIO0O PZOODOO
ooooboboop3goobooooboobo
obooobBSsEODOODOOODOOODOOO
ooooboobomm

g3nogoon
gobobooobooobgesEDOODOO
ob0obooboooboobobobooboon
O0O00D0P1O Biomedical D0 ODOOO
O 1w oo0boooo3booboooon
gobogecwOODOO0OOODOODOOOOMmM
oboooboooPr0ObODOODbDOO P21
g3 ooooooobooboooon
gbooboOobo PO %0 00000D0OOn
P2, P3O0O0OO0ODOOPIOO0ODOODOOO
00000010.5>34.3>47.9% 01000
ob0o0o30b0b0bogBsEOOnoOoOon
oo0oge1, 66, 53000000000
oboboobooobooboboboobooon
obooobopobpPp2000D00@OODOOO
oboboobooobooboboboobooon
oboobooobooboboboobooon
oobog3woooooo

BERE (FEv) )
Period 1 Period 2 Period 3
Dec2002-Nov2003 __ Dec2003-Nov2005 Dec2005-Nov2006
d

mean + sd mean + sd mean + St

Countries
JP papers  US topics 41 + 34

Japan topics 97.3 + 22

209 + 130 #4 259 + 158

el 882 + 79 ™ ## 935 + AT ™M #

Other country's 78 + 46 63 + 48 60 + 44

US papers  US topics
<Japan topics
Other country's

883 & 177 ™
141 & 192
686 1 390 ™

877 & 180 ™ 949 + 99 =
197 + 214 349 + 332
422 ¥ 261 ™4 329 1217 =

Topic categories

JP papers  Incidents 71 + 89
Biomedical effects 125 + 100
Commerce 606 + 128 *
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